
St John the Baptist Church  

Clarendon Park, Leicester  

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO GOD, TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES, CHANGING LIVES…  

IN CLARENDON PARK AND BEYOND. 

 
At the beginning of 2018 the whole church family took part in a survey.  This survey asked what we liked about our 
buildings, what we would change, what we wouldn’t and we were asked to score our answers on a scale of how much 
a number of things mattered to us around: access to the building; it’s openness; visibility; welcoming; its facilities etc. 
 

This survey provided in valuable feedback about how we are all view our church spaces, what we think is missing and 
the kinds of changes we would be prepared to accept.  As a result of the feedback and results of the survey, a series 
of proposals were presented in a booklet and via  short video called ‘What If?’.  The proposals s eat out what the Parish 
Centre and the church outside spaces could look like if we made changes to the current use and had a different 
vision.  The proposals offered a vision of rebuilt parish centre and gardens which opened St John’s up to its community 
in both spiritual and physical terms.  A planned coffee and tea shop, new meeting spaces and gardens which could 
hold events and be places for reflection. 
 

The proposals and designs provided fantastic images and mental stimulation for what our church could look like and 
be like in the near future.  The proposals were offered up for consultation within and without the church 
community.  The feedback we received was entirely positive and constructive.  We’ve been encouraged to consider 
having for example a bigger kitchen than we suggested; more flexible space; a lower ground floor to the parish centre 
not just a single storey.  Following the feedback from the consultation we have been able to approach the building 
industry and estimate the costs for the changes we would like to make to the parish centre and the gardens.  This will 
make us more targeted in our fund raising as we move forward, 
 

This month we are in the position of being able to provide the detail for changes we would like to make to the main 
church building.  These changes have been added to the ‘What If?’ video which we will be putting on the church 
website very soon.  Within the main church we propose to introduce glass doors into our external entrances; we want 
more light in, better insulation from the cold and we want people to be able to look in and see what’s going on.  We 
also want to glaze the main chapel in the church, to create a more private less open space for reflection and 
meeting.  We have already removed the Dais and we will also be removing the Chancel Screen, we currently sits 
between the stage and the choir stalls.  This screen blocks sight lines to the high altar, is not original and not inkeeping 
with the openness we want to create in the Nave. 
 

The biggest and most dramatic change we are proposing is the removal of the pews and replacing them with more 
flexible seating.  We believe that with chairs we can move aside, or layout in varying different ways will improve the 
access to our services and events.   
 

With all our proposed changes to the parish centre, the gardens and main church we want to be faithful to the legacy 
we have been left with; but also faithful to ensuring our buildings remain accessible, useful and dynamic in service to 
God.  We continue to maintain old parts of the church, but where possible we want to modernise our approach to the 
way we use the buildings and to do this flexibility is key need.  As a result some of the Victorian layout will need to 
change. 
 

For all of this ‘building project’ we will need to raise money and finances.  In order to make progress, we will phase 
elements of our proposals, so we can prioritise.  We will continue to prioritise the gardens and the main church internal 
alterations first- we are applying to funding bodies for the garden development and we have already made a start on 
seeking approvals for the Chancel Screen, Nave Pews removal and permission for additional office accommodation in 
main church to allow for more staff arriving during the year and better working conditions. 
 

As St John’s becomes a resourcing church, our buildings and our whole site will be focused on bringing people to God; 
witnessing, evangelising, building friendships and community as a family on mission.  Adapting our spaces for a 21st 
century purpose is going to be quite the adventure! 
  
If you want to know more please contact Adam Simmonds via adam@sjbchurch.co.uk We will also be creating new 
website pages to set out our building journey with all the plans drawings and videos that will bring the vision to life. 


